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and notified applicants and my office of their
final decision on admittance.

As these highly motivated and talented
young men and women go through the nomi-
nating process, never let us forget the sac-
rifice they are preparing to make: to defend
our country and protect our citizens. This
holds especially true at a time when our Na-
tion is fighting the war against terrorism.
Whether it is in Afghanistan, Iraq, or other hot
spots around the world, no doubt we are con-
stantly reminded that wars are fought by the
young. And, while our military missions are
both important and sometimes dangerous, it is
reassuring to know that we continue to put
America’s best and brightest in command.

ACADEMY NOMINEES FOR 2007—11TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY

Air Force Academy: Greg W. Bukata, Chat-
ham, H.S. of the Chathams; David Lam,
Lake Hopatcong, Jefferson H.S.; Melissa L.
Marcial, Parsippany, Parsippany H.S.; Scott
Pierson, Parsippany, Parsippany Hills H.S.;
and Samantha J. Stibick, Somerville, Som-
erville H.S.

Military Academy: Brian C. Asman, Liv-
ingston, Livingston H.S.; Alexander Boroff,
Chatham, H.S. of the Chathams; Hadley A.
Johnson, Randolph, Pingry School; Vincent
J. Lally, Sparta, Sparta H.S.; Dario Marcelli,
III, East Hanover, Hanover Park H.S.; Alex-
ander Z. Pytlar, Califon, West Morris Central
H.S.; Jason S. Rothamel, Basking Ridge,
Ridge H.S.; Quentin Sica, Stanhope, Lenape
Valley H.S.; and Marianne R. Slotten,
Mendham, West Morris Mendham H.S.

Naval Academy: Kelsey L. Bergh, Morris-
town, Academy of St. Elizabeth; Jeffrey R.
Bland, Basking Ridge, Immaculata H.S.;
David P. Bobo, Florham Park, Seton Hall
Preparatory School; Jacob O. Bridge, Stir-
ling, Watchung Hills H.S.; Jesse S. Cohen,
Mountain Lakes, Mountain Lakes H.S.;
Kevin A. Gaines, Wharton, Morris Hills H.S.;
Peter S. Garber, Short Hills, Millburn H.S.;
Matthew R. Gregory, Long Valley, Davidson
College; Ralph N. Grossmann, IV, Green
Pond, Morris Knolls H.S.; Andrew P. Hanko,
Montville, Trinity Christian School; Steven
R. Kline, Chatham, H.S. of the Chathams;
Andrew M. Kramer, Oak Ridge, Jefferson
H.S.; William J. Ludlow, Basking Ridge,
Ridge H.S.; Jason Mariscal, Fairfield, West
Essex H.S.; Nicholas A. Mikula, North
Caldwell, Seton Hall Preparatory School;
Steven B. Monin, North Caldwell, West Essex
H.S.; Joseph P. Palamara, Denville, Morris
Knolls H.S.; Christopher X. Schneider,
Mendham, Seton Hall Preparatory School;
and David R. Weller, Bridgewater, Bridge-
water-Raritan H.S.

TRIBUTE TO MR. JAMES (JIM)
HODGE

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 24, 2007

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor an educator who spent nineteen
years working in public schools, including
those in my hometown, Menominee, Michigan.
This weekend, Mr. James (Jim) Hodge will
celebrate his retirement from a career of com-
munity commitment. | would like to commend
him for his years of service to Menominee
public schools and his long standing involve-
ment in the Menominee community.

Jim is a native son of the Upper Peninsula
or a “Yooper” as we refer to them in our part
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of the country. Like many Yoopers before him,
he worked for some time for the U.S. Forest
Service in Ottawa National Forest outside of
Ironwood, Michigan. Also like many Yoopers
before him, he spent time as a laborer at the
Cleveland Cliffs Iron Mine. Jim attended one
of the U.P.’s great educational institutions,
Northern Michigan University in Marquette, be-
fore moving on to the University of Michigan.

Jim’s appreciation for the importance of
education in a community was fostered early
when, through the Mott Foundation, he worked
as an Administrative Intern in Flint Public
Community Schools. One might say that pro-
gram was his introduction to the field of edu-
cation.

Jim returned to the U.P. in 1968 where he
began a nineteen year stint in Menominee
public schools. His first job in Menominee pub-
lic schools was Community School Director
and, for the next six years, Jim would hold a
range of responsibilities in the school system,
such as Athletic Director, Department Head of
the Physical Education Department and City
Recreation Director. During this six year pe-
riod, Jim was also Principal of the Menominee
Area Public Schools.

In 1976, Jim was promoted to Administrative
Assistant to the Menominee Area Public
Schools Superintendent. In this role, Jim per-
formed a range of duties, supervising a variety
of operational aspects of the Menominee
school system. In 1985, Jim became Super-
intendent of Menominee Area Public Schools,
a crowning achievement on a lengthy career
with the Menominee educational system.

During his tenure in the Menominee public
school system, Jim was honored with several
awards, including the Jaycee Young Educator
of the Year award; the U.P. Community Edu-
cation Association’s Outstanding Educator
Award and Lifetime Member Award; and the
Menominee Chamber of Commerce Educator
of the Year Award.

In 1987, Jim left the Menominee school sys-
tem, but he did not leave behind his involve-
ment in the community. In 1988, Jim joined
State Farm Insurance, establishing his own
local business and providing insurance to
many of the same people he had served for
so many years as a school administrator.
Working for State Farm, Jim earned numerous
awards with the help of two faithful employ-
ees, Jane Yager and Mary Tickler.

Throughout his career, in both the private
sector and public education, Jim has remained
an active member of his community on many
other levels. He served as President of the
Emmanuel Lutheran Church Council and
spent two terms as President of Big Brothers/
Big Sister of Menominee. Jim was also a
Trustee of the Greater Menominee &
Marinette YMCA Board of Directors.

While Jim has enjoyed an active and suc-
cessful career, he has always set aside time
for family. He married Greta Theuerkauf in
Menominee in 1970. Together, Jim and Greta
raised three children, Wade, Tiffany, and
Tarra.

Now that Jim has entered a well-deserved
retirement, he will undoubtedly have more
time to spend with Greta and his children.
Hopefully, he will also be able to further in-
dulge in his life long hobbies of skiing, camp-
ing and other outdoor activities, perhaps with
his loyal dog and best friend, Reggie, at his
side.

Madam Speaker, my father was a public
school administrator. Therefore, | am well ac-
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quainted with the dedication, commitment and
time required for an individual to succeed in
that field. Those who choose to pursue a ca-
reer in public education do so less for per-
sonal gain and more to playa constructive role
in their community. Jim Hodge clearly fits that
description, having dedicated nearly two dec-
ades to Menominee’s public school system.

As Mr. Hodge and the Menominee commu-
nity celebrate his career and honor his retire-
ment, | ask that the entire U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in thanking him for his
service and in wishing him, Greta, their chil-
dren, and their newest grand child all the best
for many years to come.

HONORING THE DALE CITY
BENGALS

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 24, 2007

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Dale City Bengals,
who on December 9, 2006, won the American
Youth Football Pee Wee “AA” Division Na-
tional Championship.

After a stellar regular season the Bengals
advanced through local and regional qualifiers
to gain a berth in the national tournament in
Tampa, FL. Over a period of 5 days, the Ben-
gals played against the best football teams in
the Nation and emerged victorious with the
“Taft” National Championship Trophy.

The tournament started with a seeding
game, where the Bengals drew a match up
against the Brooklyn Chiefs. The Bengals got
off to a rocky start as they were routed 27-6.
Their four coaches, Jim Spellman, Joviaire
Yarbo, Joel Avent, and Moses Webb, knew it
was time to refocus. Through an extra practice
and a new attitude they were able to do just
that.

In their next game against the Westchester
Raiders the Bengals came out with a chip on
their shoulder, and they were forced to invoke
the mercy rule on the way to a 48—13 victory.
In the meantime, Brooklyn had won their semi-
final game as well, setting the stage for an
epic rematch.

Prior to the final game, Assistant Coach
Yarbo brought the team together and during
an inspired speech told the players, “it doesn’t
matter how you get there—it matters what you
do when you get there.” Drawing on these
words and a power ground game, the Dale
City Bengals persevered to create a 13-6 lead
late in the game. With the Chiefs driving on
what would prove to be their final possession,
middle line backer Jacob Spellman intercepted
an errant pass that sealed the outcome of the
game, earning him MVP honors.

In a truly inspirational story, the Dale City
Bengals represent all that is great about youth
sports. Drawing on the support of their par-
ents, coaches and community, the Bengals’
team performance shows that anything is pos-
sible when people come together to achieve a
common goal. | honor the efforts of every
player: Daniel Amendolaro, Jaylen Avent,
Juan Bennett, Shakeem Copeland, GeJuane
Dalrymple, Xavier Dashiell I, Typer Donnelly,
Easton Hawk, Khalil Jackson, Jamil Jackson,
Kinte Johnson, T.J. Middleton, Kamel Mont-
gomery, Tariq Qawiyy, Darnell Rife, Michaiah
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